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COVER PHOTO: In the midst of a diplomatic war with Great Britain and 
New Brunswick over the northern boundary of the state, Maine anchored its 
claims to the southern half of the St. John Valley with this tiny fortification 
in 1839. The Fort Kent blockhouse, as author Sheila McDonald points out in 
our second article, was an important symbolic and tangible statement of 
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provided courtesy of the author, from the collections of the Bureau of Parks 
and Recreation, Maine Department of Conservation.
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